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RAIL CARS LOCOMOTIVES LARGE SEMI TRACTOR TRAILERS

Transporting freight by water is the most 
energy-efficient choice. 
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One loaded covered hopper barge carries  
58,333 bushels of wheat, enough to make  
almost 2.5 million loaves of bread.
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Moving Freight Efficiently 
Throughout America

Barges have the  
smallest carbon 

footprint

Units to carry 1,750 
short tons of dry cargo

Ton-miles traveled per gallon of fuel

Source: National Waterways Foundation.


